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Larry’s Latest

THE DREADED ‘E' WORD

| love it when someone else can listen to what you say and then restate it
better than you could say it yourself! That was my experience reading Dan
Jones (First Christian, Garland) as he reviewed a sermon | preached at his
church recently:

‘Nothing fancy about it. Just asmpleinvitation from onefriend to another.
Philip had encountered Jesus. And now? Now Philip went and found somebody
to shareit with. Hefound Nathanagl. And despite Nathanagl’s sarcasm, despite
hisskepticism, “ Can anything good comefrom Nazareth?’ Philip persisted.

We should take note. Philip didn’t debate with Nathanadl. Didn't [ay out an
elaborate argument of proofs. Philip madeasmpleinvitation. Andin sodoing
hel ped connect Nathanael with Jesus.

I think it'slikely that Nathanael had already heard of Jesus. Jesusdid spend his
early yearsin Galilee, no morethan five milesfrom Nathanagl’shometown, Cana.
And|’mguessing that Philip’sinvitation wasn’t thefirst time Nathanagl had heard
of Jesus, seen Jesus, or even talked with him.

Regardless, Nathanael comes. And | think it’ stestimony towhat Rev. Larry
Ross preached in hisEvangelism sermontous...that Christian evangelismisa
processof coming closer to Jesus Christ; that more often, momentsripefor
conversion arethefruit of many previousexperiences, many invitations, many
conversations, many other occas onswhen those whom weknow seeinus, seein
others, seeinthe conduct of the Church, something about Jesusthat they want for
their ownlives.

Larry described thisjourney toward faith by referringtowhat’scalled The
Engel scale. The Engel Scale describesthe growth of aperson from no effective
knowledge of God (-8) through to growth asaChristian (+5). JamesEngdl,
missiologist, suggested that the average person needs about ten significant en-
counterswith the Gospel beforethey areready to make acommitment:

-8 Awareness of asupreme being, no knowledge of the Gospel

-7 Initial awareness of the Gospel

-6 Awareness of thefundamentalsof the Gospel

-5 Grasp implicationsof the Gospel

-4 Positive attitude towards the Gospel

-3 Personal problemrecognition

-2 Decisionto act
-1 Repentanceand faithin Christ
O New birth
+1 Pogt-decision eval uation

Inthisis- +2 Incorporation into the Body
Sue; +3 Conceptual and behavioral growth
+4 Communionwith God
+5 Stewardship

Coretha’s Corner

P TheEngel Scaeteachesusthat faithisa
age 2

work of God over timeand that youand | are
caledto participate, however bigor smal, in
that process. And so our evangelistic strategy ?
Prayer, care, shareand most of al, hangin
there. God isat work.’

~Dan Jones

You should know by now that one of my
passions, asArea Minister, isevangelism

Disciples Women/Men
Page 2

Youth News & Camps
Page 3

Volunteer Opportunity

Page 4

e and church growth. | want to be as hel pful
Area News tothelocal church as| can bein helping
Page 4 them conceptualize and implement a church

(continued on page 2)

| Loveto Tell the Story:
Experiencing the Easter Vigil

Rev. Jennie Churchman

Oneof my favoritehymnsis“| Loveto Tell the Story.” Youknow it: “ | loveto
tell the story of unseen things above, of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his
love...”

It'sthethird versethat getsmeevery time:

“I love to tell the story, for those who know it best
seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.
And when, in scenes of glory, | sing the new, new song,
‘twill be the old, old story that | have loved so long.

| loveto tell the story, ‘twill be my themein glory,

to tell the old, old story of Jesus and hislove.”

| lovethishymn becauseit speaksto me; it tellsmy story. | know the story of
Jesusvery well, and yet | hunger and thirst to hear it again and again. It is Good
Newsthat never getsold: thegracious, saving actsof God-with-us. Thestory of
Jesusisour savation history, and it isastory that must betold.

Our early Christian brothersand sistersunderstood that. They understood
how important it wasto preserve and passon our salvation history. They under-
stood that all Christians—new convertsaswell as*“thosewho know it best” —
must know the story of our faith, really know it, from theinside out. That iswhy
they created an extraordinary service of worship called the Easter Vigil. Inone
sngleevening, beginning on Saturday night and continuing until the dawning Easter
Day, our early Christian brothersand sisters gathered together to proclaim and
celebratethe saving acts of God throughout history and in Jesus Christ. They told
the story from Genesisto the Gospel. Thenthey baptized new believers, broke
bread together, and cel ebrated the miracle of theresurrection.

Soundintriguing?1t doesto me. | cannot imagineamore powerful way to
experiencethe mystery of Easter. To hear all of God'ssaving work, from creation
tothe empty tomb, givesusthebig picture of theresurrection. Our salvation
history didn’t beginwith thestar of Bethlehem; it beganwith* L et therebelight.”
TheEaster Vigil makesthat clear.

Soitisthat on Saturday, April 7, beginning at 9:30 p.m., TheWay at
Northway Christianwill experiencethe Easter Vigil. Theservicewill startin
darkness. Then the Paschal flamewill beignited asthecommunity sings, “ Light
of the world you stepped down into darkness; open my eyes, let me see.”
Andthenwewill proclaim our whole salvation history through word, song, and
sacred acts. Thiswill beaservicelikeno other. Infact, webelievethat very few,
If any, Disciplescongregationsobservethe Easter Vigil. So not only will wewalk
inthefootstepsof our ancient Christian brothersand sisters, wewill dsoblazea
trail for our ownfellowship.

And, intheearly hoursof Easter morning, we hopeto experience the miracle of
new lifein Christ aswe baptize someone—or severa someones—intothe Chris-
tianfath.

Joinusfor the Easter Vigil. Joinusaswerecount and reliveour salvation
history. Join usaswetell theold, old story of Jesusand hislove.

Easter Vigil at TheWay at Northway Christian, Dallas

Begins Saturday, April 7 at 9:30 PM
Ends Sunday, April 8 after midnight

North TexasArea Assembly -- Sunday, May 6
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Search and Call

The following congregations
are in various stages of the
Search and Call process for
ministerial staff. Please
keep them in your prayers:

First, Anna
Midway Hills, Dallas
First, Denton
First, Ennis
Western Heights, Garland
First, Paris
First, Richardson

Coretha’s Corner

It seemsthat spring hassprung . . . or isbeginning to, at least. All thesignsof
new lifethat I’ m seeing aong theroadways, and in my own backyard, are so
uplifting! And, asl visit around the North TexasArea, I’ m seeing signsof new life
inour churchesand among our fellowship. Just someexamples:

~oneof our smaller congregations hasdecided to “ adopt” one of our new
church starts, sending them financia contributionsand keeping themin prayer,
rather than worrying about thefuture of their own congregation.

~theattention to detail that one of our congregations hasgiventotheministry
of hospitality, including providing rocking chairsinthe back of the sanctuary for
the benefit of motherswithyoung children.

~theexcdlent CY F Midwinter Retreat heldin January, withthefirst intentional
participation of youth from District 2 of TCMF.

~ hearing thewitness of young peopl e attending the Chi Rho Midwinter
Retreat in February, who openly shared storiesof what their baptism meant to
them.

~ thetremendous amount of dedicated, talented adultsin our Areawho give so
freely of their timeto work with the children and youth of theArea.

~ the excitement of the planning team asanother great Women’s Spiritua Life
Retreat isplanned for April.

| could go onfor afew more pages, but | just wanted to share ataste of what
I’ vewitnessed during thesewinter months. AsChristians, webelieveinresurrec-
tionand new life, and all we need to do isopen our eyesand look around, and
we can seethat new life*bustin’ out all over” inthe NTA!

Joy and blessings,
Goa=

North Texas Area Assembly
Sunday. Mav 6. 2007 Clergy Lunch
naay, iviay o, Therewill beanAreaClergy
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. lunch on Saturday, May 5, at

Dr. Newell Williams, Speaker

East Dallas Christian Church
629 N Peak St.

Come celebrate 45 years of ministry!!

Midway Rd., Dallas.

1:00 p.m. Specia guest will be
Rev. Sharon Watkins, General
Minister and President of thethe
Chrigtian Church (Disciplesof
Christ) inthe United Statesand
Canada. Thelunchwill beat
Midway HillsChrigtian, 11001

Larry’s Latest (con't.)

growth strategy that works. | will make
timeto help your church. Just call!

We do know that one of the most
effective evangelism strategiesisin the
launching of new congregations. e
have 13 new congregations in the NTA
since 2000, but our New Church funds
are depleted. To that end, we will take a
SPECIAL OFFERING at the 2007 Area
Assembly at East Dallas Christian
Church at 3 PM on May 6. Our goal isto
raise $45,000 toward New Church Plant-
ing in honor of the 45" anniversary of
thisArea. | trust that your churchis
saving dollarsfor thigl!

As churches AND individuals, our
evangelistic strategy should be:

PRAYER: to pray for those not yet in
a settled relationship with God.

CARE: to seek to meet legitimate
human need because it is what Jesus
would do.

SHARE: to be honest with people
about the reason we have hope within us.

HANG IN THERE: relational evange-
lism takes place over long stretches of

oy

Clergy Retreat

AreaClergy areinvitedto attend a
Retreat onApril 9 & 10 at the Catholic
Conference Center, 901 S. Madison
Ave,, Dallas. Rev. Kathryn Godby,
Associate Minister, First Christian, Fort
Worthwill lead asession on Tuesday
monring. Cost is$55 for 4 mealsand
lodging and $35 for mealsonly. Regis-
tration deadlineisWednesday, April 4.

Disciples Women/CWF News

Plansto attend thisyear’s Spiritual Life Retreat April 13
- 15at DiscplesCrossinginAthens. Thethemeis* Branch-
ing OutinFaith.” Presenterswill beRev. Irie Session,
Minister of theArea'snewest church start, New Life
Chrigtian, Dallas; Rev. Coretha L oughridge, Area
Associate Minister; and Rev. Deborah M or gan, Minister
of East DadllasChristian. Comejoinwomenfromall Dis-
ciplesof Christ churchesinthe North TexasAreafor
spiritual renewd, Biblestudy, music, worship, relaxation,
naturewalks, fellowshipand fun. Limited* First-Timer”
scholarshipsareavailable. Registrationisdueby March
30. Informationisavailablefromyour church’sDisciples

Women.
LindaMorrow Robert Turner
Presdent Presdent

Disciples Men/CMF News

Areaquarterly men’'sbreakfast will be Saturday, May 5, at
8:30am. at MelissaChristianinMélissa

Trinity-BrazosAreaishosting the 60" Annual Tri-AreaMen’s
Retreat scheduled for May 18 - 20 at Disciples Crossing. The
themefor theretreat is“BecomeLike Little Children” and the
keynote speaker will be Rev. Dani L oving-Cartwright,
Regiona Minister. Costis $75 per person before May 4, after
that date pleaseadd $10. Registrationinformationisavailableat
your church and at www.ntaccsw.org.

“LeadingWithPassion” isthethemefor the Regiona Men's
Leadership Trainingto be held April 20-21 at the Wyndham
GardensHotel (1635& Coit) inDallas. Rev. Herb Lynsky,
Coadtd PlainsAreaMinister will bekeynoter.
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Youth Y. ';;; News

Chi Rho Mid-Winter asks “Are You
2007 Summer Camps Going MY Way?”
and Conferences

*Discovery 1 Camp (PYF) (completed grades 2 & 3 with adult)

Directors: Rebeccah Dixon and Jo Beth Lines May 26 - 28
Grand Camp (Lake Brownwood) (ages 4 - 10 with grandparent) dCSr'ir'?h:’hiovb‘;zI'('Zf;;?gteakneg”"ter
Director: Rita Morrelli May 31 - June 2 belovx?
NEA CYF Conference (completed grades 9 - 12) June4-9
Director: Bill Blanks
*Chi Rho 1 Camp (completed grades 6 & 7) June 11-16
Director: Ken Crawford
TBA CYF Conference (completed grades 10 - 12) June 11-16
Directors: Derek Tompkins and Billie Baker
Chi Rho 2 Camp (completed grades 6 & 7) June 18 - 23
Director: Mark Bridges
Niner’'s Youth Conference (completed grade 9) June 18 - 23
Directors: Isaac Varner and Kayla Coffee
*JYF 1 Camp (completed grades 4 & 5) June 25 - 29
Directors: Ann Dotson and Karyl Dunne o )
Chi Rho 3 Camp (completed grades 6 & 7) June 25 - 30 Youth, atleft, participate in a drama

Directors: Tiff Austin and Bill Jeffreys group planning their part for worship.

Discovery 2 Camp (PYF) (completed grades 2 & 3)
Director: MelissaLumpkin June 29 - July 1
Eighth Grade 1 Camp (completed grade 8) (Eighter’s) July 1-7
Directors: Greg and Kelly Gray

*NTA CYF Conference (completed grades 9 - 12) July 9-14
Director: Mike McConachie

Wilderness Camp (completed grades 5-7) July 13-15
Directors: Dan Bubach and Greg Gray

JYF 2 Camp (completed grades 4 & 5) July 16 - 20

Directors: Emily Steeples and Kathy Barnes
*Eighth Grade 2 Camp (completed grade 8) (Eighter’s)
July 29 - August 4

Directors: Jason Mangham and Jeff & Vicki Robinett

* Primary NTA leadership

The registration deadline for each camp is the Monday closest
to 3 weeks prior to the start of the camp. . Have You Thought AbOUt"' .

Joining a General Assembly Mission Pre-Event July 18-21in
Fort Worth

Early Bird Fees (before April 16, 2007) Regular Fees (after April 16, 2007) DisciplesCan... Disciples Sharewill begin Wednesday at 6 p.m. and

CYF & Niner’s Conference $275 CYF & Niner's Conference  $300  concl ude Saturday at noon. All agesand skill levelsarewelcome.

8" Grade Camp $310 8" Grade Camp $335 Variousservice opportunitiesin the Texas Christian University areawill be

Chi Rho 1,2 & 3 Camp $260 Chi Rho 1,2 & 3 Camp $285 . .

JYF1& 2 Camp $205 JYF 1 & 2 Camp g230  Offeredat homelessshelters, food banks, nursing homes, and community clean

Discovery Camp $85 Discovery Camp $ 95 up.

Grand Camp $110 Grand Camp $130 Cost is$60 per person and includesaplaceto deep at achurch, showers,

Wilderness Camp $85 Wilderness Camp $95 meals, insurance, t-shirt and work supplies.

A great opportunity for aloca missontripfor your high school or middle

, . . school youth groups. A great chancefor familiesto servetogether or for adults
Forms are available from your Youth Minister, church office inalocal churchtogo onamini-missontrip!

or can be found at www.ntaccsw.org Regjister at http:// 2007General Assembly/GAO7Mission.htm
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Share an Hour . .. Shape a Life
One hour aweek of your time can
changethelifeof achild. Volunteer asa

tutor or mentor for achildinelemen-
tary, middleor high school ~for one
hour aweek and you can help shapea
child'slife. Opportunitiesto vol unteer
areoffered through Communitiesin
SchoolsDalasRegion, Inc. in59 sites
(primarily schools) innineschool
digricts.

Twolocd Disciplespastorshave
already stepped up to makeadiffer-
ence! Rev. David Cartwright and
fivelaypersonsfrom Community
Chrigtian, Richardson volunteer a
RichardsonWest Junior High Schoal,
acrossthestreet fromthechurch. The
church waslooking to make apresence
intheschool when CISstaff fromthe
school cameto them asking for men-
torsand tutorsfor the students. David
notes, “ Our peoplearethereto provide
an adult affirmationteamfor at risk
students. We are adultswho arethere
for the studentson aconsistent basisto
listen, encourage and support them.”

Rev. Harold Elias-Per ciful, pastor
of Firgt Christian, Carrollton, volunteers
at FarmersBranch Elementary School.
VictoriaMendoza, CIS Campus
Manager, wrote, “1t'salwaysaplea
sureto catch aconversation between
Harold and hisstudents; hissense of
humor and ability to relatewell to the
studentsmakestheir timetogether very
specid. Hispostiveattitudeisconta
giousand leaveshisstudentsexcited
about hisnext visit. Haroldisagreat
friend and rolemodd.”

Kudostothese Discipleswho are
meaking adifferenceinthelivesof
childrenin our communities! For more
information about Communitiesin
SchoolsDallas, pleasecdl Carolyn
Bullard at 214.827.0955 ext. 229.

Did You Know or

Consider....

Your Sunday School classor small
group might want to make arrange-
mentsto carpool or ridethetrainto
Fort Worth for aspecial oneday
Generd Assembly outing. Register on
site($40/day), Attend business ses-
sions, workshops, mission effortsand
worship. Look what’sgoing on at
www.disciples.org/ga

Disciplesinthe Chrigtian Churchin
the Southwest Region automaticaly
receiveadiscount on our registration
fee. We pay $95 for pre-registration
instead of $125. (Registration fees
increaseon Junel)

You can support General Assembly
evenif you can't attend. With agift of
$25youwill receiveacopy of the
Genera Assembly News. With agift of
$50, you will receivethe Newsand an
Assembly Docket. With agift of $100,
you will receivethe News, aDocket
andaDVD. Register for Non-
Attending Support at
www.disciples.org/ga

You can support General Assembly
withyour prayers. Beginto pray daily
for our denomination and itsleaders.
Pray that God'swill bedonethrough
our decisionsand our study and that
God'snamewill beglorified through
our worship and our mission. Sign up
for 10,000 DisciplesPraying at
www.disciples.org

North Texas Area of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest
2400 Lone Star Drive Suite 101
Dallas, TX 75212-6309

NonPRoOFIT
ORGANIZATION
PRSRT STD
US PosTace Pap
DaLtas, TX
PermiT No. 3612

>

Return Service Requested

Joys
Congratulationsto Warren Avenue
Chrigtian, Dallason their 137"

Anniversary celebrated March 4.
CongratulationstoRev. Irie

Session on her Ordination at
Rosemont Christian Center on March
24. Sheistheminister of anew church
gtart, New LifeChrigtian.

Sympathy

Sympathy to Rev. Wesley Sims
and family at the death of hiswife,
Christine, in February. A memorial
servicewasheld at Warren Avenue
Chridian.

Minister News

Rev. Charlotte Coylehashbeen
caled asTrangtiona Minister to
Midway HillsChrigtian, Ddllas.

Rev. Gary Bronson hasbeen
caledasTrangtiona Minister to First
Chrigian, Ennis.

Rev. Bob Chandler hasbeen
caledasTrangtiona Minister to First
Chrigtian, Paris.

Rev. J. Allen L owe hasbeen called
as Senior Minister to Creekwood
Chrigtian, Flower Mound. Hewill

begininMay.

B Rk i
Above, Members of First Christian,
Lancaster attended dinner at Ministers
Week where they were presented the first
Brite Award.

North Texas
AreaAssembly

Dr. Newd | Williams
Guest Preacher

Sunday, May 6
3:00-5:00 p.m.

East Dallas
Christian Church
629 N. Peak St.

Area Calendar

April

Area Office closed for Good Friday
April 6, 2007

NTA Clergy Retreat
Catholic Formation & Retreat Center
April 9 & 10, 2007

Licensed Minister Training - 8:45 a.m.
First Christian - Grand Prairie
April 14,2007

Disciples Women Spiritual Life Retreat
Disciples Crossing - Athens
April 13 - 15, 2007

Stalcup School of Theology for the Laity
Fred Craddock

First Christian, Arlington - 8:30 a.m.
April 21,2007

May

Disciples Men/CMF Quarterly Breakfast
Melissa Christian - 8:30 a.m.
May 5, 2007

Area Assembly - 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
East Dallas Christian
May 6, 2007

Clergy Sexual Misconduct Prevention
Seminar, Rosemont Christian, Dallas
May 12, 2007

Area Cabinet Meeting - 5:30 p.m.
Area Office
May 15, 2007

Clergy Sexual Misconduct Prevention
Seminar in Spanish - 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Houston, TX

May 17, 2007

Disciples Men/CMF Retreat
Disciples Crossing, Athens
May 18 - 20, 2007

Discovery 1 Camp
Disciples Crossing - Athens
May 26 - 28, 2007

Grand Camp
Lake Brownwood
May 31 - June 2, 2007

Young Adult Retreat
Disciples Crossing - Athens
May 31 - June 3, 2007

June

NTABoard Meeting - 9:00 a.m.
First Christian, Duncanville
June 2, 2007




