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Larry’s Latest

Disciples DNA on Display
at 2007 Area Assembly

Haveyou ever seen standing ovations at AreaAssemblies? Wewitnessed
one of themost enthusiasticAreaAssembliesever, onMay 6 a East Dallas
Christian Church. Marked by extraordinarily graciousand skilled hospitality by
the host church, the Assembly welcomed Dr. Newell Williams, President of
Brite Divinity School and nominee asModerator of the Christian Church (Dis-
ciplesof Christ) asthe speaker.

By thetime Dr. Williamsbegan hiskeynote, the Assembly had aready
erupted inenthusi astic appreciation for each of thefour musical guestsand groups
—from New LifeChrigtian, First Christian Gainesville, First Christian Garland, and
East Dallas Christian. TheAssembly had a so taken agenerousoffering for New
Church - $36,627 as of the end of the Assembly! 32 NTA churches had gathered
up special giftsfor the New Church need, and the 425 or so participantsat the
Assembly also gaveto the cause.

New Church, we know, hasawaysbeen part of our DisciplesDNA. The
campaign to start 1000 new churchesby 2020 isalready halfway tothegoa. The
Discipleshave started 503 new churches since 2000, as General Minister and
President Shar on Watkinstold the NTA ministerson Saturday, May 5, at a
specid luncheon. Fourteen of those new churchesareinthe NTA, with 13
survivingandthriving.

What Dr. Williamswas ableto do in hiskeynote was demonstrate that,
through Barton Stone, anti-racismisalsoin our DNA! He described how Barton
Stone, one of our founders, cameto Christ asayouth and amember of adave-
holding family inthe early 1800's. Hetalked about how as Stone matured in his
faith, he began |ooking anew at something he had awaystaken for granted—the
institution of davery. Herevealed how Stone' s convictionsbegan to change, and
how those changesworked out in action. Stone manumitted hisdaves, and when
heinherited other daves, hemanumitted them aswell. Hebecameanincreasingly
vocal and effectiveabolitioni<.

Today’ s church has not finished thework of anti-racism and pro-reconcilia-
tion. Aslong asimperfect humanity fillsour churches, thework will never be
finished. But what was clear from theteaching at theAssembly isthat becoming
maturein Christ requiresusto constantly
examineour convictions, and to changethem

Inthisis- aswearegiven greater understanding of the
desiresof Godfor us.
sue: “When | wasachild | thought asachild,”

saysthe Scripture. “Come. Let usreason
together,” says God. Whatever thecritical
issuesarewhich present themselvesto the
churchesof today, the example of Barton
Stone' swillingnessto examinehisconvictions
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General Assembly Only
a Few Weeks Away
Register online at

www.disciples.org

Detailed | nformation can also be
found on the webpage

Registration fee now $100

2007 Area Assembly Well Attended

Hopefully youjust read Larry’ sarticle about theAreaAssembly and the
energy of the 425 or so members of North TexasAreachurches asweworshiped
and celebrated the 45th Anniversary of theArea. Just imagine 10 timesthat many
people gathered at the Fort Worth Convention Center in July. We have awonder-
ful opportunity to join Disciplesof Christ fromall over the United Statesand
Canadaand show them how glad we arethat they arein the Southwest Region.
Wedo not get thischance very often, it'sbeen 16 yearssinceitswasheldin
Tulsa; 24 yearssinceit washeldin SanAntonio; 41 yearssinceit washeldin
Ddlas; and it hasnever met in Fort Worth. So thisisan opportunity of alifetime.

L et’swelcomethousands of Disciplesto our part of theworld and get energized
to do God'swork.
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Search and Call

The following congregations
are in various stages of the
Search and Call process for
ministerial staff. Please
keep them in your prayers:

First, Anna
Midway Hills, Dallas
First, Denton
First, Ennis
First, Paris
First, Richardson

Coretha’s Corner

“Soif anyoneisin Chrig, thereisanew creation: everything old
has passed away; see, everything hasbecomenew!” (2 Cor. 5:17)

The scripture above hasbeen rolling around inmy head thelast
severd weeks, it seemslikethereare® new creations’ poppingupall
over theplacethesedays! Andin surprisingly delightful and awve-
ingpiringways.

First of al, many of you know the odyssey the NTA officehas
been onfor ayear or two, trying to locate new office space. Wouldn't
you know that at about the sametime our landlordsgave usa* vacate”
noti ce, the congregation of Western Heights Christian made agenerous
gift totheAreaof their facility’? Now, not only will our officehave new
space, but we can a so begin toimplement thevision of amission/
ministry center, wherewewill beableto develop new ministriesin
many waysfor theArea. In addition, the Western Heights congregation
will beenabled to develop anew visionfor their ministry without
worrying about the expense of maintaining abuilding. God worksin
wondrousways!

And, apersonal experience: last week Johnny and | traveled to
Batimorefor aconference. Whilethere, al three of our childrenand
their significant othersmadethedecisionto travel from Vermont,

Connecticut, and D.C. to comevisit us! Now, that may not sound likea

big deal to most folks, but believe me, thisisHUGE for our family! All
of our kidsare between 21 and 31 yearsold, and asisto be expected,
very busy withtheir own lives. Sowewerethrilled when they madethe
choiceto spendtimewithtwo “old-fogey” parents! At last, thefamily
truly felt likefamily —anew cregtion!

My prayer for each of youisthat youwill aso be ableto experi-
ence new creationsthat areimportant for you. . . whether big or small,
each oneremindsusthat Godisapart of our lives, and doeschooseto
work inwondrousand surprising ways!

Grace, joy and peace,

Qvraves

Gift of Music Shared at
Area Assembly

Natalie and
Becca
Mitchell
from East
Dallas
Christian.

Nicki Scott
from New
Life
Christian,
Dallas.

Judy and John
Grasham from First
Christian, Garland.

“Witness” from First
Christian, Gainesville
composed of Janet
Cox, Beverly Ellis,
Alene Johnson, and
Chrystal Wright.

Disciples Women/CWF News
Thefollowing officerswereingtalled at First Christian, Richardson,

May 17: LindaMorrow - Presdent
MarthaWilliams- President-elect
Ruby Henry - VPfor Worship
GayleHurst - VPfor Study
SevieLinn - VPfor Communications
CeciliaHayes- VPfor Service
FrankieWilliams- Assstant Service
CharlsieRolen - Secretary
Sharon Howell - Treasurer
BillieWaddle- Historian
Shannon Karr - Parliamentarian

Wewant to encourage all women to attend the \Women's L uncheon at

General Assembly. Central Christian, Dallasisramroding abusto leave
from Northway Christian, Dalasfor $10 per person. Theluncheonis
Wednesday, July 25" at 11:45a.m. For moreinformation call Linda
Morrow, 940-383-1724, or goto the Discipleswebpage
www.disciples.org and click on the General Assembly logo.

Thenext Genera meetingwill beAugust 2 at CasaView Christian,

Dadllas. It will bean evening meeting and aspeaker will givearecap of the

Diciples Men/CMF News

. Thenext DisciplesMen Breakfast will beheld
- a WarrenAvenue Christian, Dallasat 8:30am.

I A DisciplesMen’sLuncheonwill beheldon
. Wednesday, July 25, at 12:15 p.m. during the

- Generd Assembly. Itwill beat the Convention

- Center and feature Beau Underwood as speaker.
- Ticketsare $20. and availabl e by sending requests
. toAnneMarieMoyars, DHM, PO. Box 1986,

- Indianapalis, IN 46206.

: The Regional Men'sRetreet isscheduled for
- September 14 - 16 at Lake Brownwood. This

- year'sthemeis“Men Ministeringto Men.” Rev.

. GregAlexander, Regiona Minister for Kentucky
- and Rev. Larry Rosswill be speakers. Registra-
* tionformsareavailable on theRegional webpage,
© WWW.CCSW.Org.

Assembly. Belooking for areminder in July going to al Areacongregations.

LindaMorrow
President
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Lead a lfe % .
worthy of the Calling ..

making every effort
to maintain the unity

of the Spirit in
the bond of peace.

Ephesians 4:1-3

2007 - 2008 Youth Ministry Council was installed at the Area Assembly in May.
North Texas Area
2007-2008 YM C whothaspenorwil beorcned s

TheYouth Ministry Council for 2007-2008 was el ected on Saturday, March  gymmer:

31, 2007 at Northway Christian. Thenewly e ected membersof the council are: Rev. Dawn Rosignol, June 3 at
NatalieAttaya, Creekwood Christian, Flower Mound; Sara Beckham, First First Christian, Rowlett, currently
Christian, McKinney; Patrick Broadwel, First Chrigtian, Carrollton; Katie servesat First Christian, Wilmer.
Cunningham, Northway Christian, Ddllas; Katelyn Fuller, CasaView Christian, Rev. Brian Christen, June10 at

Dallas, Jonathan Holly, First Christian, Plano; Justin Roach, First Christian, Creekwood Christian, Flower Mound
Rowlett; and Tiffani Yochum, First Chrigtian, Garland. They wereingtdledatthe  where hecurrently serves.

AreaAssembly, May 6. Theseyouthwill participatein planning the 2008 Mid- Rev. Mike Dunson, July 1 at
Winter Retreat and 2008 CY F Conference and attend Christian Youth Leadership  CasaView Christian, Dallas. He
Seminar at Lake Brownwood this June. currently servesFirst Chrigtian, Belton.
Sar a Beckham was selected to serve as Regional Executiveand will attend Patrick Crocker, July 8 at Casa
Regional Youth Council eventsrepresenting the North TexasAreain 2007-2008.  View Chrigtian, Dallas.
Caroline Dixon who serveson the Genera Youth Youth Ministry Council in Rev. Susan Martin, July 8 at
anex-officio pogtion. Firgt Chrigtian, Duncanville, currently
Congratulationsto all theseyouth! servesat Firgt Christian, Richardson.

Vy Nguyen, July 24, at East
Adultsserving asadvisorswith the Youth Ministry Council are: Rebeccah DalasChrigtian.
Dixon, First Christian, Garland; Tammie Johnston, Creekwood Christian,
Flower Mound; Vance M cl ntosh, First Christian, Waxahachie; Shon Satton,
First Chrigtian, Princeton; and Aar on Todd, Western Heights Christian, Garland.
VanceMclntoshisthe Regional Adult Representativefrom our Area.

Youth ge News

Youth Activities at

General Assembly

Eye Openers. Doyou haveahard
timewaking up and getting going for
the day? Come and seewhat we have
planned to wake up your brain and
your heart. Therewill bemusic, games,
and devotionsto get your day jump
Started.

Mission Opportunities: Join other
youth from around the country aswe
go and shareour giftswith others. This
will beapowerful timethat will change
your fathlife.

Workshops. Would youliketo
know more about racism? How about
adiscussonondating?We |l alsotalk
more about peace, justice and poverty
issues. Comeand join usfor these
stimulating workshopsjust for youl!

After Sessons: Joinusafter
worship each evening for games,
karaoke, music and more

Youth Led Worship: Joinuson
Sunday morning for alively and new
way to worship God. Rev. Sacy
Spencer will be preaching that day and
themusicwill befantastic. Youwill dso
get the chanceto takecommunionina
way you have never experienced
before! (Stacy Spencer isminister at
New Direction Christian Churchin
Memphis, TN)

Youth must register for the
Genera Assembly to participate.
Housing for youth will beonthe TCU
campus. Therewill be shuttle buses
from the campusto the Convention
Center during theAssembly. Youth
must check-in at the Convention
Center and pick up credentialsbefore
they can check in at the TCU campus.

A video presentation of al the
youth activitiesfrom the Genera
Assembly and aconcert from one of
thetop bandsin the country will close
out theevent.

For informationand online
registration: www.disciples.org/ga



4 North Texas Area of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

in the Southwest May 2007

North Texas

Area Bullet

In Board

Chalice Exchange at
General Assembly

Whenwethink about sharing a
feast, our thoughtsturnto good food
and drink, and towardsavariety of
tables- Communion, dinner, picnic,
forma, andinformal. AsDisciples, we
think of the bread and cup, because
Communioniscentra to our theology.

Pictureif youwill, hundredsof
chalicesof varioussizesand colors, all
gathered together on one banquet
table. Smell the sweetness of thegrape
juice, thetantalizing aromaof thefresh
bread. Now imagine sharing Commun-
ionwith sevento eight thousand of your
sstersand brothersinthefaith. Thisis
amighty, powerful image, and onewe
will liveout at the General Assembly in

Fort Worth.

BringYour Chalice- Toshare
thisbanquet feast together, every
Disciplescongregationisinvitedto
bring or send achaliceto the Genera
Assembly, whichwill beexchanged
withachalicefromanother Disciples
congregation. Wewill useasmany
chalicesaspossibleinaCommunion
serviceduring evening worship, and the
chaliceswill dsobedisplayedinthe

Chapd

If youwishto participateinthe
chaliceexchangeat Generd Assembly:
1) Purchase, or createachaliceno
morethan 10 incheshigh that can be
used for Communion, in other words,
onethat can havegrapejuiceinit. 2)
Thechaliceyou bring/sendtothe
Assembly will not bethe chaliceyou
take home, so do not bring/send a
church heirloom. 3) Look for the
ChdiceCorral near registration. Please
deliver your chalicetothe Chalice
Corra whenyou register and purchase
your meal tickets. 4) Put thechurch
name, city, state, and GAO7 onthe

bottom of the chalice, with apermanent
marker or |abel. 5) Every chalicewill
beregistered upon both delivery and
departure.
All Arelnvited To Participate
Evenif noonefromyour churchis
ableto attend the 2007 General
Assembly, you can il participatein
the Chdice Exchange. Simply shipyour
chalice, with $10.00 for return shipping
and handling, to:
Chalice Exchange
United Memorid Christian Church
1401 N Main St
Euless, TX 76039
If you requirefurther information,
pleasefed to contact Mary Lou Dillon
at 817-571-0231, or

umccpastor@sbeglobal .net.

Mass Choir at General Assembly
If you areinterestedinsinging

with othersfrom the Southwest Region
at the opening worship service Satur-
day night July 21, goto theRegional
webpage, www.ccsw.org and find
information onthe Massed Choir.
Thereisinformation about rehearsals,

Rev. Ed Dowell Receives
Honored Minister Pin

minister at Northway. Honored

Wh|Ch arecomi ng up 00N in Dal |asand Pa]s.on Fund Of the Chl‘IStIan ChurCh
(Disciplesof Christ).

Fort Worth.

Below, Area congregations bring their
gifts for the 45 for 45 Campaign.

J

45 for 45 Total

=] L

Asof June8thetotal receivedfor Serving atthe Communion Table for the
Area Assembly are left to right, John

Hearne, Elder from East Dallas; Rev. Norm
Stolpe, Central Christian, Dallas; Rev.

the45for 45 Campaign was
$39,203.44.

North Texas Area of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest
2400 Lone Star Drive Suite 101
Dallas, TX 75212-6309

NonPRoOFIT
m ORGANIZATION
" PRSRT STD

US PosTace Pap
DaLtas, TX
PermiT No. 3612

, Christian.
Return Service Requested

Organist/Pianist Available

John Dysart islookingfor a
organist/pianist position. Johnisa
member at First Christian, Dentonand
isanaccomplished musician. If inter-
ested, you may contact him at 214-

683-8990.

Rev. Edward L. Dowell re-
celveshisHonored Minister’sPinfrom
hiswife, Cindy, during arecent wor-
ship serviceat Northway Christian, June
Ddlas. Rev. Dowell served for more
than 25 yearsaspresident of Juliette
Fowler HomesInc. Healso served at
University Christian, Fort Worth before
joining Juliette Fowler. Lookingonare
Aubrey D. Gearner Jr., second from
right, chairman of the Fowler Board,
and Rev. Dr. Doug Skinner, senior

Minister’sPinsare provided by the

Coretha Loughridge, North Texas Area; Rev.
Lloyd Facen, Warren Avenue Christian,
Dallas; Rev. Deborah Morgan, East Dallas

Minister News

Rev. Frank Mace has been
caledasTrangtiona Minister to First
Chrigtian, Richardson.

Rev. Coretha L oughridge, has
been called asAreaMinister tothe
Northeast Area. Shewill begin her
ministry inTyler on July 15. Her last
day inthe North TexasAreawill be
July 8.

Area Calendar

#*All Camps below at Disciples
Crossing, Athens, unless noted***
Niners Conference

June 18 - 23,2007

ChiRho 2 Camp
June 18- 23,2007

Chi Rho 3 Camp
June 25 - 30, 2007

JYF 1 Camp
June 25-29, 2007

Christian Youth Leadership Seminar
(CYLS) Lake Brownwood
June 25 - 30, 2007

Discovery 2 Camp
June 29 - July 1, 2007

July

Eighth Grade Camp (8ers)
July 1-7,2007

Area Office closed for Fouth of July
July 4, 2007

NTACYF Conference
July 9- 14, 2007

JYF 2 Camp
July 16 - 20, 2007

Area Cabinet Meeting - 5:30 p.m.
Area Office
July 17,2007

General Assembly of the Christian
Church

Fort Worth Convention Center
July 21- 25,2007

Eighth Grade 2 Camp (8ers)
July 29 - August 4

August
Disciples Men Breakfast - 8:30 a.m.

Warren Avenue Christian, Dallas
August 4, 2007




