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Larry’s Latest

A New Home and
a Clean Shave

Theselast few weekshave been full of promiseskept and blessingsgiven.
After morethan ayear of seeking anew (and church-related) homefor the North
TexasAreaOffice, wewere given the building and groundsat 3525 Lawler Road
from the Western Hei ghts Chri stian congregation to use asaMission Center and
AreaOffice. Thetransfer of property took place Friday, July 13inaceremony at
the office of the Southwest Region’sattorney. Thisgift, by theremarkably gener-
ousand visionary membership of
Western Heights, enablestheAreato
beginto ‘hothouse’ new church starts,
to enjoy apermanent home, and to
haveaplacefromwhich groupscango
out into the M etroplex to do mission.
Wewill so enjoy thecontinuing
presence of theWestern Heights
Christian congregation, asthey will
continueto usethefacility whiledeter-
mining their long-rangefuture. The
moverswill becoming onAugust 15,
sowe havealready begun renovation
of thefour classroomswe are converting to officesand workrooms. Planon
dropping by after wemove!

Onemust keep one' spromises! After theAreaAssembly, when the specia
45/45 New Church offering raised
$38,000, | continued to answer questions
about my beard with the comment, “When
someonewritesacheck for therest, | will
shave!” Over thefollowing weeks, some
smadll additional giftscamein, but it hap-
pened! Thanksto agenerousgift by an

Western Heights Christian Church
property given as a gift to the North
Texas Area.

Inthisis-
sue;

Coretha’s Corner
Page 2

Disciples Women/Men

Page 2 anonymousindividua, aswell asagift by
Disciples Foundation, we now have $45,492

Youth News on hand and in pledgesfor New Church

Page 3 Development. Aspromised, my beard came

off incelebration at thelast AreaCabinet
meeting. Many new church projectsare
beginningto* percolate’!

Minister & Area News
Page 4

2007-2009 Area Officers
Begin Serving

Thenewly eected officersof the North TexasAreabegan their term July 1.
Officerswere el ected at the June 2 AreaBoard meeting which washeld at the
location of the New Areaoffice, Western Heights Christianin Garland. New
officersare;

Moderator - Bob Williams, Warren Avenue Christian, Dallas
Vice-Moderator - Maria Gar za, Rosemont Christian, Dallas
Secretary - Rev. Debor ah Jones, First Christian, Irving
Treasurer - Rev. Dawn Rosignol, First Christian, Wilmer
Parliamentarian - Dr. LesMassey, CasaView Christian, Dallas

Department Chairs (Appointed by the Moderator):

Congregational Life-

Education - Rev. Shannon Grubbs, First Christian, Plano
Evangdism- Dr. Michae Oden, First Christian, Duncanville
Ministry - Rev. John Burton, Irving North Christian

New Church - Rev. Deborah Mor gan, East Dallas Christian
Outreach - Rev. Brian Coats, Disciples Christian, Plano

AsVice-Moderator, MariaGarza, will lead the planning for the 2008 Area
Assembly set for April 27, 2008. Les Massey headsthe Nominating Committee.
Rev. Ed Coblewill head Public Relations.

It waswith great pride, but with sadnessaswell, that several representatives
fromtheNTA traveledto Tyler July 15for theinstallation of Coretha L oughridge
astheNEA AreaMinister. Her accession to the officeof AreaMinister leavesa
vacancy hereinthe NTA. The Search Committeefor the Associate AreaMinister
position met for thefirst timeJuly 16. Chaired by M ark I r ons, the committee
established parametersand set atarget deadline of Sept.15 for applications. The
committeewasvery satisfied with theway Corethacarried out her ministry and left
thejob descriptionintact. Ordained and licensed ministersare encouraged to
apply for thisposition, described e sewherein thisedition.

Much of thetime sincethelast Area Cabinet meeting for mewas spent on
Sabbatical, writing much of my Doctoral Dissertation. | am grateful for that provi-
sion of sabbatical timeinmy contract and put itto good use. | amasoglad | was
ableto see so many of our North TexasAreafolk at General Assembly. | know
that wewerewel | represented among volunteersfrom the Region hosting the
As=mbly.

| am delighted to welcomethe new officersfor NTA for the coming year.
Thisisastrong group of leaderswith whom to begin our work. (See above)

| was privileged to be the keynote speaker thissummer for the Christian
Youth L eadership Conferenceand couldn’t hel p marveling at the quaity of our
Youth Execs, both new and thosewho finished their terms. What aspecial privi-
legewe have asan Areato have amentoring rel ationship with thesefutureleaders
of our church! | alsodid aFinding Your Call workshop for theyouth at our CY F
Conferenceat Athensand was pleased when almost adozen youth cameto see
what they could learn about entering the ministry.

| am al so pleased to announcethat Bob and Vicki Stewart from Rush
Creek Christian ChurchinArlingtonwill be Deansof our School of Licensed
Ministry we havein partnershipwith TBA againthisyear. Thefirst sessonwill be
Oct. 6 at Rush Creek.

Ordinationsareawayshigh points. | participated in or attended the ordina-
tionsof Dawn Rosignol, Brian Christen, Mike Dunson and Patrick Crocker.
Two moreordinationswill round out the summer.

Myron Goinsisour intern thissummer, funded by earningsfrom the South

(continued on page 2)
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Search and Call

The following congregations
are in various stages of the
Search and Call process for
ministerial staff. Please
keep them in your prayers:

First, Anna
Midway Hills, Dallas
Oak Cliff, Dallas (P/T)
Rosemont Center, Dallas
(Associate)

First, Denton
First, Ennis
First, Paris
First, Richardson

Coretha’s Corner

Asl’mwriting this, Johnny and | areon our
way to Tyler to close on our new homethere.
Most of you already know that | have accepted
theposition of Northeast AreaMinister, and will
begin my servicethere Sunday, July 15"
Johnny will continueto serveasthe Trangitiona
Minister at Western Heights, until hiscontract
thereisfinished.

It hasbeen ablessing and adelight to
minister withyouintheNorth TexasArea. Even
though my time herewas short (not quitethree
years), | learned quiteabit about Areaand
Regiond Ministry, and had the opportunity to
meet SO many gifted, faithful clergy andlaity . ..
thank you for sharing your timeand talentsinthe
work of theAreal And thank you for your
patienceas| havetried to learn theropes!

| will continueto keeptheNTA inmy
prayersasexciting changestakeplace: the
relocation of theAreaoffice, the devel opment of
amission center, and the calling of anew Asso-
ciate. ThisisastrongArea, with capable
leadership, and you have been blessed in so
many ways, | hopethat you will continueto
sharethose blessingsin asmany waysaspos-
sible. And, | would ask for your prayersfor the
Northeast Areaaswe begin anew chapter of
ministry together. Together, wecanhelpto
further strengthen theministry and mission of the
Southwest Region!

Grace, joy, and peace,

Qv

Revs.Coretha Loughridge and her
husband, Rev. Johnny Loughridge, at her
installation as Northeast Area Minister on
July 15 at First Christian, Tyler.

Moving Plansfor Area
Office Get Underway!

Larry’s Latest (con’t.)

Cliff Center fund. Hewill beworking
ontheyouth programsfor TCMF, esp.
Digtrict I1, encouraging kidsto attend
campsandralies and designing afdl
rally that will bring youthtogether of al
ethnicties

Lastly, | want to report that
discussonsof Regionad Restructure
continue. Neill Grimesand Todd
Boddy, NTA repsonthat group, will
beleading input sessionsfor Area
Clergy and laity during thenext 2
months. They would liketo announce
that lay leadershipfromal churchesin
theAreawill beinvitedtoameetingon
September 25 at 6:00 p.m. at
Northway Christian Church. If you
would liketo voiceyour opinion about
how the Region carrieson ministry and
how it should be structured to do so,
planto come!

What a great summer it has been!

Lo

Larry’s office has a coat
of paint and is waiting
for the carpet.

Plansare coming dongfor the
move of the North TexasAreaoffice
totheWestern Heights Christian
Center. Weare beginning to clean out
someclutter intheLone Star Dr.

officeand will be packing upinAugust. Theofficewill be closed theweek of
August 13thwith themoverscoming onAugust 15th for the actual move. There
may be sometimewhilethe phonesand telecomunicationswill beout and we
may be using cell phonesbut wewill try our best to be availableduring thistime.
Wearerenovating four classroomsat Western Heightsto serveasofficesand a
workroom. A wall hasbeen cut out between two roomsfor officeand
workspace and cabinetswill be added for storage.

Disciples Women/CWF News

The next Generad meeting will be Thursday, August 2 at
CasaView Christian, Dallasat 6:30 p.m. Rev. Irie Session
will present “ General Assembly Follow-up.” Cost of dinneris
$6.00. Reservations should bemade by July 30 by calling
214-328-8429. We are working on the new yearbook and

hopeto passthem out at thismeeting.

LindaMorrow
Presdent

. Disciples Men/CMF News

Areaquarterly men’sbreakfast will be Saturday, August 4,

8:30am.

at 8:30am. at Warren Avenue Christian, Dallas. Then First
Chrigtian, Garland will host the next breakfast November 3 at

Mark your calendarsnow for the Regional Men's Retreat at
L ake Brownwood September 14 - 16. Thethemeis“Men
MinisteringtoMen.” Rev. GregAlexander, Regional Minister

- of Kentucky and Rev. Larry Rosswill bekeynoters. Registra-

- tionformsare available on the Regiona websitewww.ccsw.org,

- click on Partner Ministries. Thereisa soinformation to nominate
. candidatesfor Layman of the Year and Minister of the Year.

Robert Turner
Presdent
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Youth

Sudent named Higher Education
and L eadership MinistriesFellow

CarolineHamilton, member of
First Christian, Lewisvilleand 2006-07
Youth Council member hasbeen
named arecipient of aHELM L eader-
ship Fellowship grant. Shewill receive
a%$2,000 scholarship and attend TCU
intheFall. Recipientsarerequired to
participatein planning andleading
campusministry programsor smilar
activities. The campuschaplain or other
appropriateofficial overseestheir
particpation and they attend an annual
leadershp conference.

Tobedigiblefor thefelowship,
studentswererequired expressa
commitment to servethechurchasa
clergy or lay leader and to particpatein
theleadership devel opment activities
required by the Programin additionto
being afull-time student at an accred-
ited university and participateina
Disciplescongregation.

Rebekah Cypert, aprevious
HELM Leadership Fellow recipient
and member of First Christian,
McKinney plansto attend Brite Divinity
Schoal.
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NTA Senloréposefor Senior Pix
at CYF Conference
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Rev. Dawn Rosignol celebrates
her ordination on June 3
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From left to right above, Jessie McCord, Rev. Chad
McMullin, Rev. Dawn Weaks, Rev. Dani Loving
Cartwright, Margie Harrington, Rev. Spencer Young,
Rev. Dr. Eldon Irving, Rev. Dawn Rosignol, Rev. Dr.
Mark Toulouse, Rev. Larry Ross, Ron Rosignol, Rev.
Ron Pingleton, Rev. Buist Wilson

‘HELP WANTED”
ASSOCIATE AREA MINISTER

The Associate Area Minister of the North Texas Area shall have,
as primary responsibility, the planning and implementing of PRO-
GRAMS that serve the local churches of the Area, with special focus on
camps and conference. A secondary responsibility shall be to provide
PASTORAL support in the absence of the Area Minister, or at the Area
Minister’s direction. This may, at times, include some Search and Call.

The Associate Area Minister shall relate, in particular, to the De-
partments of Congregational Life, Education and Outreach, to women’s
groups in the Area and to the Area Youth Ministry Council.

This shall be a part-time position of 20 hours/week, and ordained
and licensed ministers may apply.

Compensation shall be $22,424 per year. A car, a cell phone and
other business expenses shall be provided. The successful applicant
shall have standing in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), or be
willing to seek standing. Fluency in Spanish shall be desired, but not
required.

The Associate Area Minister shall also, as time allows, carry
responsibilities for the Southwest Region as assigned.

The Associate Area Minister shall ‘function under the supervision
of’ the Area Minister, and shall attend Area Cabinet and Board meet-
ings.

The deadline for application is September 15, 2007. Application
may be made through the Area Office at 214-631-6991.

NonPRoOFIT
ORGANIZATION
PRSRT STD
US PosTace Pap
DaLtas, TX
PermiT No. 3612

North Texas Area of the Christian Church [

(Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest
2400 Lone Star Drive Suite 101
Dallas, TX 75212-6309 Return Service Requested

Congratulationsto Rev. Roger
Wedell who received the K uchling
HumanitarianAward. Theawardis
presented to individualswho have
made extraordinary giftson behdf of
theLGBT (leshian, gay, bisexud,
transgender) community. Roger isthe
Executive Director of the North Texas
Lega Hospice.

Congratul ationsto Rebecca
LynneMitchell Highfield whowas
ordained July 1inTulsa. Sheisa
Priscillafrom MonicaPark Christian,
Garland.

Congratulationsto Rev. Nita
Allen and Rev. M att Crownover on
recelving their certification aschaplains
from theAssociation of Professional
Chaplains.

Area Calendar

Mark Your CalendarsNow!
North TexasArea
Trinity BazosArea
jointly host

GAYE REESE:
Author of “Unbinding the
Gospel: Real Life Evangelism”

A book for today’s churches
& Evangelism
for a full day seminar -
October 17

With the hopesthat church
leadership groupswill bestudying
the book prior to theevent, come
tothe Event ready to ask ques-
tionsin preparation for 40 Days of
Study during Lent of 2008!

August

Area Disciples Men Breakfast - 8:30 a.m.
Warren Avenue Christian, Dallas
August 4, 2007

Area Office closed for move to Garland
August 13- 17,2007

September

Office Closed for Labor Day
September 3, 2007

Stalcup School of Theology for the Laity
Robert K. Welsh - 8:30 a.m.

East Dallas Christian

September 8, 2007

Area Committee on the Ministry - 9:00 a.m.
Office - Western Heights Christian Center
September 10, 2007

Regional Disciples Men's Retreat
Lake Brownwood Retreat Center
September 14-16, 2007

Area Cahinet Meeting - 5:30 p.m.
Office - Western Heights Christian Center
September 18, 2007

Stalcup School of Theology for the Laity
M. Eugene Boring - 8:30 a.m.

First Christian, Arlington

September 29, 2007

CYF Day at TCU - 6:00 p.m.
September 29, 2007

October

Area Board Meeting - 9:00 a.m.
Office - Western Heights Christian Center
October 6, 2007

Licensed Minister Training - 9:00 a.m.
Rush Creek Christian, Arlington
October 6, 2007

Clergywomen'’s Retreat
Disciples Crossing, Athens
October 9 & 10, 2007

Evangelism Seminar - Martha Grace Reese
October 17, 2007




